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Dear Ms. Secretary: 

!2,<,.- ' '7 The Diocese of I 
Proposed Rulemaking%?*Seplember 23, 2002. 

(r (Diocese) submits the fcllowing informal comments in the above referenced Notice of 

Tne Diocese nas long been concerneo aooul tne eios on of ,oca news and pbo.ic aHairs programming caused by the 
FCCEs ana Congress weaken.ng of broadcast owneisnip m ts and the FCC's el m nat'on of broadcast rules wh.ch 
formerly 
nao permitted the FCC and the comm-.nity to mon.tor oroaacaslers to he p ensJre tnat broadcasters served tneir 
commLnity of lcense witn orograms wnlcn meet cornin-nity needs ana interests In part.cLlar ,n this a ocese locally 
prooLced ana locally ddectea relig OJS programm ng. attnoJgn wantea by the community has all bhl a sappeared. 
rep acea oy syndicated talk shows and 
nfomercia,s 

Tne Diocese urges tne FCC to refram from makmg cnanges n tne current rJles wh ch (a) pronioir cross ownersh p of 
broadcast stat,ons and newspapers n tne same community (b) h i t  the number of television ana rad o stations a s ngle 
entity may own n a single commJnity ( c )  set a natixial ownersh p cap for relevislon siatlon at an already overly generou 
35% of noLseholds. and tl) prohibit common orvnersnip of major te ev sion nehnrorks Cable television a ready is 
dom nated oy the same companies thar aominate te ewtston and sate..ite systems ana the programm ng on those systems 
ana those same compan es are mov.rtg .nro proviatrlg .nternet access Nether cable ror the Internet (wnether oHereo 
throdgn cable or telephone companies) offer meari:ngful alternatives to the already scbrce s ~ p p  y of truly local news 
ana local p,olic aHa rs programs on over tne a.r televistori and radio. 

cc: Your Senators 
Your Members of Congress 
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